
Dr. Richardson stated that he believed in operat-
ing as soon as possible after all attempts to dislodge
the foreign body by means of the probang had failed.
He "also emphasized the importance of doing the
operation at one sitting.
Dr. Cheever stated that, in his experience, a foreign

body high up in the oesophagus could hardly be tolerated
for a longer time than about three days, for by that
time exhaustion or abscess would be pretty sure to
occur, but that in case the body is lower down the
tube, the symptoms do not appear to be so urgent, and
operation may therefore be longer postponed,
Dr. Mixter spoke of the value of the stitch used

in this case for the purpose of controlling hamorihage
from the bloodvessels of the stomach.
Dr. Greenough asked if caustics applied to the

skin could cause adhesions between the stomach and
abdominal wall.
Dr. Richardson leplied that he did not think it

possible.
Dr. Gay asked how much of the operator's forearm

was introduced into the stomach, ai.d whether there
was any difficulty in inserting the fingers into the
lower end of the oesophagus.
Dr. Richardson said that at the moment of

extracting the teeth about one half of his forearm
was within the abdomen, and that two fingers entered
the oesophagus with the greatest ease.
Dr. Gay mentioned a ease of his own where a child

swallowed a silver quarter-dollar, which lodged in the
lower part of the oesophagus, where it remained for
five months, and was then coughed up. The
child is to-day perfectly well, seven years after the
accident.
Dr. Gay agreed with Dr. Cheever as to the extreme

urgency of the symptoms in cases where a foreign
body has lodged high up in the ossophageal tube.

Recent Literature.

Sixth Biennial Report of the State Board of Health of
Maryland. Baltimore, 1886.
This document contains the report of the efficient

Secretary of the Board, Dr. C. W. Chancellor, and
also the proceedings and addresses at a Sanitary Coun-
cil held in 1884.
Sanitary legislation does not appear to have made

material progress in Maryland during the two years
embraced in the report. "An act to protect the
health of those employed in factories and workshops "
has become inoperative in consequence of failure to
provide for inspection of such places. In conse-

quence of this neglect the State Board offered the
following resolution :
"That the aid of the Board be tendered to His

Excellency Governor McLane in rendering effective
the provisions of the Act" named above. In view of
Dr. Chancellor's thorough and fearless service in
earlier years in the inspection of the public institu-
tions of Maryland, such an inspection would undoubt-
edly have proved to be very valuable. The offer of
the Board was not accepted. Another important
scheme for the drainage of 400,000 acres of the marsh
lands of Maryland appears to have met with a similar
fate.

Excellent suggestions are stated in tie report whh
reference to the Eprend of contagious diseases in pub-
lic schools, in the foim of definite i tiles, containing, in
addition to the ordinary legulatiens, piovisitn for the
exclusion of children living in infected houses wleie
common halls or stairways are used by inore than one
family ; also for the exclusion of children, known to
have visited or to have attended funeials at infected
houses; also peimitting a feather to exclude childr« n
ill with certain diseases not usually classed as danger-
ous. (Such action may properly be taken with refer-
ence to contagious skin diseases).
The proceedings of the Sanitary Council consist of

a series of papers and discussions upon various sub-
jects pertaining to public health. Dr. Robe contrib-
utes a concise, clearly-stated paper upon " Dangers in
Food." Other papers follow, upon Cholera, Diph-
theria, Typhoid Fever, Disposal of the Dead, etc.
The report is especially interesting in consequence

of the discussion upon Sewage Disposal, by Colonel
Waring and Dr. Chancellor, the former advocating
" Irrigation as a means of purifying Se wage," his
illustrations being mainly taken from the method
practised at Berlin and at Paris. He sums up the
argument as follows : " 1 do not advance the facts and
opinions set forth as affecting the argument for ior
against the Liernur system as a means of sanitary
drainage, but only to uphold, as against the assaults
of Liernur's adherents, the absolute safety, effi-
ciency and economy of the well and long-tried system
of sewage irrigation."
Dr. Chancellor vigorously defends the Liernur sys-

tem, and appears to have overlooked the principle
that rigid plans of sewerage and sewage disposals
cannot be laid down for all communities. That which
may be practicable in Amsterdam is not necessarily
the summum bonum for Baltimore.
A Text-Book of Human Physiology, including Histol-
ogy and Microscopical Anatomy with Special Refer-
ence to the Requirements ofPractical Medicine. By
Dr. L. Landois. Second American, translated
from the Fifth German Addition. With Additions
by William Stirling, M.D., Sc.D., Brackenburg
Professor of Physiology and Histology in Owen's
(sic!) College, etc., etc. 8vo. pp. xi-905 and 583
Illustrations. Philadelphia: P. Blakiston, Son &
Co. 1886.
This handsome octavo is the much improved edi-

tion of the " Landois-Stirling " in two awkward vol-
umes which appeared at intervals a year or more ago.
An entire change of type has resulted in putting the
matter of about 1,700 pages of the former edition
into about 900 in the one before ns. At the same
time a very thorough revision has occurred and the
number of illustrations has grown from 494 to the
number mentioned above. In its new form this is a
book which will deserve many friends and interest
every reader. Professor Stirling (who has in the in-
terval taken up Gamgee's work at Manchester) shows
in his revision a most commendable desire to have his
translation keep as nearly abreast of recent research
as is practicable, and his success in this direction is
m arked.
The aim of the book is to present human physiol-

ogy in its practical aspects as fully as possible, and at
the same time to give due consideration to experimental
methods and to the pathological variations which are
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